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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Mike Souza— 674-2268

Ron Walton—706-4885

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

(2017 Shepherding lists are posted.
Call your elder when there is a need.)

The Heart of the
Matter

The Lord said to Samuel, man
looks at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.

(1 Samuel 16:7)

Outward appearances can be
deceiving. An airline captain
who flew international
routes also ran a small
filling station near his
home. Between trips
abroad, he got a kick out of
changing tires and pumping
gas. One morning, dressed in his
greasy overalls, he walked down
to the local hardware store to pick
up a new wrench. "What's new?"
the store owner asked. "Oh, I'm
thinking of taking the Cairo run
this month," the captain said. "I
enjoy flying to London and
Frankfurt, but I think the change
of pace will do me good." He paid
for the wrench and left. Another
customer asked, "Who's the world
traveler?" Rolling his eyes, the
store owner said, "Some nut who
runs the gas station down the
street. Thinks he's an airline
pilot!" Both men got a good
laugh.

The prophet Samuel also learned
that outward appearances don't
necessarily make the man. David's
brothers, who were first
interviewed for the job of future
king of Israel, were all kingly
looking. God, however, knew their
hearts were not right and rejected
them. It was not until David was

brought before Samuel that
God found a man "after His
own heart" (1 Sam. 13:14).

The most important
responsibility Christians
have is keeping their heart
right with God. No matter

how "together" we might appear,
if our heart is not pure before the
Lord, we can't be used to
accomplish His will.

Are you taking good care of your
heart? If it has become spiritually
out of shape, 1 John 1:9 has the
solution. Confession is not only
good for the soul; it is vital for the
health of our heart before God.

Make sure that when God looks at
your heart, He likes what He sees.

It's the internal, not the external,
that affects the eternal.

I will see you Sunday!
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Family
Have you ever seen those stick
figure decals that people put on

the back of their vans or SUVs to
represent who might be riding inside?
There’s often a mom, a dad, a few kids, and
sometimes a dog or a cat. Sometimes there
are two or three dogs or cats. Mine would
have a mom, a girl, and two dogs. No two
families are the same. This statement is
true today more than ever before. Yet, I
believe that God has put my family together
with his great wisdom. And each member
plays an important role. I provide food,
shelter, and protection. Jacques offers
assurance and comfort. Maisey brings
comic relief and teaches compassion.
Yeasmeana brings joy and wonder as she

experiences so many things for the first
time. We all belong. We are all part of “the
pack.” When one of us is hurting, we are all
hurting. When one of us is gone, we are
incomplete. As a family, we are one.

Does this sound familiar? God has placed

the members of His body, the church,

together. Just like a family. No two

churches are the same. However, everyone

belongs. When one suffers, all suffer. When

one rejoices, all rejoice. In I Corinthians

12:12-31, Paul writes about the body of

Christ and how each member has a

function. We need each other. As a church,

we are one.

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Scott & Anelle Price
CMF International — Tanzania

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

What are words you feel that identify you? Go on think about it for a second. Maybe

words like, kind, nice, and outgoing, come to mind. The more we think about it, the

more we can get really down to the core of who we are: “organized,” “level-headed,”

“creative”. Now I want you to think again, but this time what are words that you feel

your next-door neighbor would identify you as? Whether they know you or not, they

have a way to describe you! The world around us puts labels on each and every one

of us whether we like it or not, some good and unfortunately some bad. Somehow,

these identities have been placed upon us and has attempted to define who we are or

who we will become. During the next few weeks, I will be guiding the youth group

through this idea and allow them to see that we are not what our labels are; we are

what God says we are. I will challenge you like I have challenged them, to believe Ro-

mans 12:2:

“Do not allow this world to mold you in its own image, but let God transform you into
a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for
you.”

We are not what this world calls us; God has a purpose for us and has created us

with something specific in mind!

-xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

3

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

4

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

5 6

Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

7

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

8 9

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

10

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

11

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

12 13

14
Bible Classes 9:30am
Mother’s Day
Reception 10:15 am
Worship 10:45am

15 16

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

17

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

18

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

19

Men’s Night @ Ron

Walton’s Home

6:30pm

20

21

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

22 23

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

24

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

25

House of Prayer

6:00am-7:00am

26 27

28

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

29 Office Closed 30

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

31

Worship Team Practice

6:00pm

Birthdays

12 Brett LeTourneau

22 Marcia Ferguson

24 Matt Arnold

Anniversaries

6 Charles & Jodi Camp

Ladies’ Silver Tea

1:00-3:00 PM



There are now four emphases in prayer that are open
to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are available during the service to pray
specifically with you and for you.

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry meets Tuesdays from
6:30-7:30 PM to lift up our church family.

House Of Prayer is an
inter-church group
which meets Thursday
mornings from 6:00-
7:00.

The only thing missing
is you!

Mother’s hold
their children’s

hands for a
while , but their
hearts forever.

First Mother’s Day

new mom—new fun

so blessed—this one

long nights—short days

go back—no way!

While there is no way to be a perfect mother—

there’s a million ways to be a good one.

All that I am or ever hope to be I owe to my angel
mother. ~Abraham Lincoln

Life doesn’t come with a manual—It comes with
a mom.

"Every great movement of

God can be traced to

a kneeling figure."

D.L. Moody

CWF Breakfast—Saturday, May 6th
at 8am @ the home of Robin Walton

2805 Willow Drive

May Preaching Series…

“Living With

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, May 6th
@ Perkos—7:30 AM

The Elders meeting follows at 9 AM in Pas-
tor Mike’s Office & the board at 10.

Mother’s Day Reception
Fountain Courtyard

May 14th
10:15-10:45 AM

There is a Synapse
Group with your name
on it. Why haven’t you

joined a group yet?
Choose to get connect-

ed to others!


